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that you may serve God well, act on the advice of
Father Le Sellier whom I am giving you as con-
fessor." Then addressing himself to Madame de
Ventadour he said: "I owe you a great debt of
thanks for the care you have taken in bringing
up this child, and for your tender love for him;
I beg of you to continue in it and I exhort him
to recognize it in every possible way/*

These noble words moved the bystanders; and
unable to master his feelings Louis XIV gave way
to tears, a thing 'which he had never done in
public; the Dauphin left the room weeping and
displaying the keenest grief. A little while after-
wards the Duke of Maine and the Count of
Toulouse arrived, and with them the Marquis de
Jorcy, minister of Foreign Affairs, and Cardinal
de Rohan and Cardinal Bissy. Overcoming his
weariness the king spoke to them in a loud clear
voice, saying: "Sirs, I am pleased with your
services; you have worked for me faithfully and
with the desire to please me. I am sorry not to
have rewarded you better than I have done; times
of late have not permitted it. I am leaving you
"with regret. Serve the Dauphin with the same
affection you have shown in your services to me;
he is a child, only five years of age, and is likely
to meet with many obstacles, for I remember
meeting many in my youth. I am going, but the
State will always endure. Devote yourselves to
it faithfully and let your example be one for all
the rest of my subjects. Remain in unity and
harmony; unity is the strength of the state. And